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Assassination prober- 
dismissed in feud 
with panel chairman 


By Martin F. Nolan 
Globe Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The chairman of the 
House assassinations committee fired its 
controversial chief counsel yesterday, but 
two Connecticut lawmakers who, are mem- 
bers of the committee immediately said the 
chairman had no such right. 

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.) had 
been feuding with the committee’s chief 
investigator, Richard Sprague, and said on a 
local Washington talk show yesterday that 
“I no longer have my faith and confidence 
in him.” 

Gonzalez was asked in a televised inter- 
view what he planned to do. Gonzalez hint- 
ed that the committee would try “to find 
somebody else.” Then, when the Texas 
Democrat got back to his office, he sent a 
letter dismissing Sprague. 

Sprague has been criticized by civil lib- 
erties groups for his use of polygraphs and 
stress evaluators, but some civil libertari- 
ans in the House have accepted a pledge 
from Sprague that he would not use such 
tactics in investigating the deaths of Martin 
Luther King Jr., John F. Kennedy and Rob- 
ert F^Kennedy. 

Two Connecticut lawmakers who are 
members of the committee immediately 
protested the Gonzalez move. Rep. Christo- 
pher J. Dodd, a Democrat, said Gonzalez 
w r as wrong. 


“The House rules prevent a chairman ; 
from doing that,” he said. “We’re trying to' 
call an emergency meeting of the committee 
to find out what’s going on, and we’veasked • 
Mr. Sprague to stay on. The committee is in 
serious trouble if this thing goes through, ' 
and that’s putting it mildly.” * 

Rep. Stewart McKinney, a Republican, 
said, “As far as I’tn concerned Mr. Sprague* 
is still the committee’s chief counsel and he' 
will remain so until there is a meeting of* 
the full committee. If Mr. Sprague is ulti-* 
mately relieved of his duties, I will serious- 
ly consider resigning from the select 
committee.” 

The life of the committee has always' 
been tenuous since former House Speaker’ 
Carl Albert suggested the idea last year. On 
Feb. 2, the House continued the committee’s * 
life for two more months by a 237-164 vote. '' 

Critics of the committee had been focus- 
ing on the $6.5 million annual budget* 
sought by Sprague and suggested that" 
Sprague was running the committee. The. 
committee was reconstituted with Gonzalez 
at its head, and Gonzalez immediately had 
his disagreements with Sprague, which'" 
boiled over yesterday* 

In his letter to Sprague, Gonzalez said, 
he wanted “things done in a responsible' 
manner.” 
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